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4,000, and include businesses, schools, 
faith-based organizations, and non-
governmental organizations. OSAC 
serves as the U.S. Government’s pri-
mary platform for assisting the U.S. 
private sector to confront and mitigate 
security threats overseas. Information 
is shared via OSAC’s Web site and 
through individual consultations be-
tween OSAC analysts and its constitu-
ency. OSAC’s original reports are post-
ed on their Web site, sent to embassies 
around the world, and have been re-
quested by numerous U.S. and foreign 
government agencies. 

Through its Country Council pro-
gram, OSAC provides a mechanism for 
the U.S. private sector to gather infor-
mation and share best practices among 
the world’s leading security experts. 
Country Councils are present in over 
140 cities and serve as a forum for the 
discussion of time-sensitive and coun-
try-specific security concerns. Around 
the world, the London Country Council 
is gearing up for the immense under-
taking of the 2012 Olympic Summer 
Games; members of the Lagos Country 
Council are discussing operating chal-
lenges in the Niger Delta; the various 
Country Councils in Mexico are cre-
ating strategies for operating amid the 
violence caused by the drug trafficking 
organizations; the Hong Kong Country 
Council is focusing on deterring 
cybercrime; the Erbil Country Council 
is facilitating discussions between the 
U.S. private sector and Kurdistan gov-
ernment officials. 

Over the past 26 years, OSAC has de-
veloped into the premier model for 
public-private partnership. It is the 
only government-sponsored organiza-
tion specifically designed to address 
the private sector’s global security 
concerns. Founded by Secretary of 
State George Shultz and a handful of 
CEOs in 1985, OSAC has expanded to in-
clude over 4,000 constituents and looks 
forward to a robust partnership with 
the U.S. private sector and ensuring 
the safety of American entities abroad. 
Congratulations to the OSAC cochairs, 
Diplomatic Security Service Director 
Jeff Culver and John McClurg from the 
Dell Corporation, and the Executive 
Working Group: Jim Snyder from Con-
oco Phillips; Brad Brekke from Target 
Corporation; and Jim Hutton from 
Procter & Gamble. I also want to 
thank OSAC’s executive director, Peter 
Ford, and from OSAC, Jackee Schools 
and Marsha Thurman. 
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IT’S TIME TO STOP RELYING ON 
FOREIGN OIL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, with gas 
prices skyrocketing to over $4 and $5 a 
gallon, threatening our fragile eco-
nomic recovery, let me retrace the his-
tory of U.S. economic recessions and 
unemployment since the 1970s and 
their relation to global oil markets and 

oil prices. Both in 1973, during the 
Nixon administration, and then during 
1978, during the Presidency of Jimmy 
Carter, America’s economy was sub-
jected to serious harm by global oil 
kingdoms on whom our Nation already 
had become too dependent. When gas 
prices eventually doubled, with the un-
employment that followed, President 
Carter described that major oil price 
squeeze as the ‘‘moral equivalent of 
war.’’ 

This chart very vividly shows, how 
rising unemployment, which is the blue 
line, follows every major oil price in-
crease since the 1970s. Yes, every spike 
of gas price increase creates a path to 
high unemployment that follows. That 
certainly was true back in 2008, when 
in fact the oil prices spiked over $4 dol-
lars per gallon and unemployment shot 
up, triggering our current recession as 
well. President Carter lost his reelec-
tion to Ronald Reagan, who won on a 
campaign of blaming Carter for a ‘‘mis-
ery index.’’ Back in those days the mis-
ery index was explained as the sum of 
unemployment and inflation rates but 
that sum actually was due to gas price 
sticker shock. When gas prices rise 
above $4 a gallon, that very fact trig-
gers major unemployment here at 
home. How many times does our Amer-
ican economy have to be hit over the 
head with a baseball bat before we rec-
ognize our conundrum? We should be 
working full steam ahead to become 
energy independent here at home rath-
er than coveting our neighbor’s goods. 

If we look at the continuing use of 
petroleum inside our economy—other 
than the recession we’re now in, where 
we’ve had a little bit of a dip in im-
ports due to decreased demand—all the 
way going back to the 1970s, every 
year, we’ve consumed more imported 
petroleum. The red lines show how 
much more is imported each year. 
Rather, why don’t we invest those tril-
lions and trillions of dollars we are 
spending in the Middle East and around 
the world to import that oil right here 
in our own country? 

b 1030 
We literally could rebuild energy pro-

duction capacity, and much more, from 
one end of our country to the other and 
create millions of jobs doing it. 

America’s chief strategic vulnerabil-
ity is our dependence on imported en-
ergy. How many more Americans have 
to die to keep those oil lanes open? It 
is no coincidence we have sent our sol-
diers to fight where the greatest global 
oil deposits are located. 

My oath is to protect our Nation 
against all enemies, foreign and domes-
tic. America’s petrol dependence is an 
enemy on both fronts: foreign and do-
mestic. It is no secret that there are 
some big business interests, including 
many global oil companies, oil specu-
lators, and financiers trading in those 
petrodollars, that are making a killing, 
in many ways, off of America’s depend-
ency. 

In 2008, rising oil prices tripwired the 
Great Recession we are currently en-

during. And we know recent price hikes 
threaten our recovery just as our Na-
tion and our people are struggling to 
get back on their feet. Look at the 
profits that the major oil companies 
are ringing in from gas prices at over 
$4 a gallon. Just in the last quarter, 
Exxon raked in $10.7 billion, BP 
brought in $7.2 billion, Chevron earned 
over $6 billion, and the list goes on and 
on—in one quarter. One quarter. These 
huge profits at the expense of our peo-
ple and nation. 

The American people suffer great 
hardship every time this petroleum ad-
diction rears its ugly head, and it has 
done so every decade, consistently. The 
situation keeps getting worse, if any-
one is paying attention. In effect, our 
American Republic becomes a gasoline 
hostage and a sticker cash cow any-
time the global oil markets need an in-
fusion of oil cash or raise prices due to 
supply aberrations. We simply can’t 
leave America and our people this vul-
nerable. And we can’t keep killing our 
soldiers to keep those oil lanes open. 

The biggest force in the world is iner-
tia. People don’t want to change, or 
don’t know how to change our predica-
ment, or don’t want to change this los-
ing strategy for our Nation. It’s no se-
cret that some interests are making a 
whole lot of money off the present 
equation: ‘‘I win, you lose.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, if these economic inter-
ests aren’t tamed and aren’t enemies of 
our Republic, I don’t know what is. Bill 
Greider wrote a book, it’s time to 
‘‘Come Home, America.’’ Let’s do that 
by restoring energy independence here 
at home and, indeed, our very liberty. 

f 

THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 
COMPETITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it 
was my great privilege to spend a 
major portion of the weekend watching 
young constitutional scholars from 
Portland’s Grant High School compete 
in the national Constitution competi-
tion here in our Nation’s Capital. 

It was an amazing experience watch-
ing these young men and women debat-
ing the fine points of our Constitution. 
While I had a personal interest with 
one of the students there, it became 
clear, watching the competition, that 
everybody was a winner. 

As I was watching the finals, where 
they were one of the top 10 teams in 
the Nation, it was fascinating to con-
template what was going on in the 
much broader context in terms of what 
this represented. Everybody was a win-
ner—the student constitutional schol-
ars, their dedicated coaches and teach-
ers. Most important, America was win-
ning. 

They were part of tens of thousands 
of students across the country who 
dove into the intricacies of the Con-
stitution over the past year. They 
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